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What is a food bank?

When most people think of feeding the hungry, they envision soup kitchens for the

homeless or small food pantries where poor people can visit for a box of canned goods.

But as a Food Bank, Feeding America Tampa Bay is much larger in scope; in fact, it's
the massive behind-the-scenes resource that supports these types of programs that feed
the hungry. The Food Bank also provides food for shelters, residential group homes, and

the Kids Cafe after-school programs. The Food Bank is in effect, a distributor and central

supply point that procures the food, sorts it, stores it, and efficiently matches it to those in

need according to need.

How much food is distributed?

Since the Food Bank was founded in 1982, it has distributed over 170 million pounds. Most of this was surplus
product that would otherwise have simply gone to waste. Feeding America Tampa Bay distributed just under 19

million pounds of food in 2010, enough to provide more than a million meals a month.

Where does the food come from?

The Food Bank solicits donations of food from farmers, producers and manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors and
supermarkets, and collects additional products through organized community food drives. It is always seeking new

sources of surplus food because there is always a surplus of need.

How is the food distributed?

Feeding America Tampa Bay makes a difference in the lives of thousands of people weekly through its distribution to
a partnership network of more than 600 churches and other incorporated non-profit organizations. These hunger
relief agencies include The Salvation Army, Metropolitan Ministries, Beth-el Mission, Hope Children’s Home and the

St. Vincent DePaul Society. The Food Bank services 10 counties throughout west central Florida.
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How is the Food Bank funded?

Feeding America Tampa Bay is a private, non-profit 501(c)3 community service that relies solely on private
contributions and foundation grants. Additionally, shared maintenance contributions from our agency partners
accounts for 30% of the Food Bank’s budget. More than 97% of funds go to mission fulfillment; less than 3% for

fundraising. Every dollar raised helps distribute food for four meals.
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& | [Second Harvest of Tampa Bay) is a member of the Feeding America food bank

Main Facility - Tampa Bay Pinellas Warehouse Suncoast Branch

4702 Transport Drive 4711 126th Ave North 5829 Ehren Cutoff

Building 6 Suite H Land O' Lakes, FL. 34639
Tampa, FL 33605 Clearwater, FL. 33762 P: 813-929-0200

P: 813-254-1190, ext 200 P: 727-258-4940 F: 813-929-0707

F: 813-258-5802 F: 727-258-4941



Food Drive Most Needed Items

No Glass Please! Pop-top items preferred!

Feeding America Tampa Bay needs the following nutritious foods:
e Canned Meats (tuna, chicken, ham, sausage)
Canned Fruits & Vegetables
Canned & Boxed Meals (soup, chili, stew, macaroni & cheese)
Canned or Dried Beans (black, pinto, kidney, lentils)
Pasta & Rice
Cereal (low sugar, high fiber)
Cereal & Fruit Bars
Crackers
Peanut Butter
Dry Milk
Paper Goods (plates, paper towels, etc.)
Personal Products (deodorant, soap, etc.)

To ensure food safety, we cannot use:

e Rusty or Unlabeled Cans
Perishable Items
Homemade Items
Noncommercial Canned Items
Noncommercial Packaged Items
Alcoholic Beverages & Mixes
Open or Used Items

ONLY DONATE ITEMS YOU WOULD EAT & THINK NUTRITION!

USDA My Plate Guide
y

Please donate wholesome, healthy and nutritious food
items that have been recently purchased. A good guide
to follow: what would you give your best friend or family
member if he or she was in need?

It’s all about nutrition, so think about gathering healthy
foods rather than snack foods or desserts.
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